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When Joe Flint raised his hand 
during the January budget 
meeting and said, “I’d like to 
chair a committee that will wel-
come new and younger Grace 
members into a deeper relation-
ship with their giving,” I thought 
to myself: “This has never hap-
pened at a Grace budget meet-
ing while I’ve been here.” 

Joe then asked for volunteers to help him. Four or five 
hands shot up. Martha Fry wrote down all the names. A 
new committee dedicated to church stewardship and 
forming intentional relationships among established 
members and new members had just been born. 

I thought to myself, again: “This has never happened at 
a Grace budget meeting before.”

Why did it happen? I’m not entirely sure. 

Obviously, something stirred in Joe in order to put 
himself out there in that way. I likewise believe coun-
cil chair Martha Fry’s leadership and Russ Kohnken’s 
transparent and careful explanation of the realities of 
church budgeting hit home in a manner they previ-
ously had not.

But maybe something else was working underneath it 
all, something spiritual, and something that calls us to 
deeper emotional attentiveness.

All of you are being called into a place of greater en-
gagement, loss, newness and adventure. The 2ignite 
Retreats and their realized initiatives have brought 
excitement, opportunity, and difficulty. We’re facing 
the realities of the 21st Century church as best we can 
through these initiatives. We may or may not be ris-
ing to meet such pressing realities in the right way, but 
we are rising to meet them. That means we are being 
more intentional, and feeling more invested. 

In our research as a 2ignite Growth team we read that 
as a church makes significant changes along the lines 
we are attempting, one is to expect the paradox of 
God’s abundance: both joy and pain, both opportunity 
and obstacle.
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But don’t shrink back from this 
abundant, uncomfortable ex-
perience, say the experts. Give 
the Spirit time to take root, and 
to bear fruit. ‘If you are making 
changes in order to grow Jesus’ 
ministry in your community,’ they 
say, ‘then it is an important pain, 
an important joy, an important 
process.’

Which brings me back to the budget, and the bomb-
shell of a new group taking responsibility for its own 
ministry. 

I believe it is precisely the process of difficult, compost-
ing change that creates the good ground for some-
thing delightful to emerge that no one would have 
otherwise expected. 

When we are stirred up in the painful ways we are—
if identified as Jesus’ disciples, not counting the life-
death-life cycle of God’s love as something alien or 
threatening—just as likely to be stirred up in the vi-
sionary and committed ways.

When Jesus says, “I have come that you might have 
life, and have it in abundance,” I daresay he was talking 
about a rich life, an engaged life, a courageous life. A 
life lived not for our own comfort, or our own tribe, or 
our own ideas about orthodoxy and doctrine, but a life 
lived in view of the stranger, the oppressed, the guest, 
the child, the lonely, the outcast. 

Ecclesia semper reformanda est: The assembly of  
Jesus, according to the spirit of Martin Luther and his 
ragtag crew of Protestant troublemakers, is always to 
be reformed. Its very purpose is always to be made 
new. Otherwise, it is not the church of Jesus Christ.

If you are interested in joining Joe’s team, let him 
know. We can always use another bombshell, another 
invested reformer, along the way.

God’s peace and joy,

Pastor Daniel

Budget Meeting Bombshell
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Worship Notes
Worship Dates for Lent and Easter

We don’t have all the ideas and themes laid out for the season of Lent, 
and a lenten midweek practice just yet, but stay tuned. More info will 
be coming soon in your Gracenote, bulletin, and Community Time 
Announcements. 

In the meantime, note these important dates and times:

1.  Easter is early this year, again (Sunday, March 27th) which means 
everything is early again this year. 

2.  Ash Wednesday is on February 10th. 

3.  Palm Sunday (and the Annual Palm Sunday breakfast headed up 
by Nate Johnson) will be on March 20th. 

4.  Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will be on March 24th and 
25th, respectively.

Interfaith Advocacy and Christian Activism Updates

Congratulations to everyone who helped pass Evanston’s new Inclu-
sionary Housing Ordinance! As everyone knows, it was not a solution 
to Evanston’s affordable housing problems, but it was a first step in 
getting our Interfaith Action Advocacy Team off the ground and run-
ning. We are now preparing a presentation to the IFAE Board. We plan 
to unveil a bold affordable housing plan for the City of Evanston, and 
gather other organizing groups, churches and city allies to join us in 
our work. 

Sixteen Grace members attended the Community Renewal Society’s 
Day of Faith in Action event at Faith Baptist Congregational Church 
on Monday, January 18th. 1200 people were in attendance to watch 
city and state lawmakers make public commitments to address police 
brutality, address work opportunities for released prisoners, and sup-
port a budget that protects the poor and most vulnerable. 

 If you would like to put your faith into action courageously on any of 
these initiatives, please speak to Pastor Daniel.

Pastor Daniel

The Wonder of the Ritual
I have a confession to make: I don’t really care very much about tradi-
tion.  I know, it’s a terrible thing for a Lutheran to say.

I love worship, and I love liturgy. It’s just that I don’t care that much 
about how they get accomplished.

Recently during the Saturday morning diakonia class I’ve been attend-
ing for the last 18 months, a lively discussion erupted about Lutheran 
worship -- contemporary vs. traditional, how often to commune, what 
the pastor should wear, what the acolytes should do. 

Everyone seemed to have an opinion except for me.

I’ve heard some older members of the church say that my lack of inter-
est in tradition has to do with my age – that millennials just don’t have 
any respect for history or institutions. 

I even had a pastor point directly at me during a class and say, “You mil-
lennials are pluralists. You think all theologies are created equal, and 
that every religion is right.”

But I don’t think my feelings have much to do with age or pluralism. 
Instead, I think it has to do with the fact that I didn’t grow up Lutheran. 

In the evangelical churches where I grew up, we had few traditions. 
There was no rootedness to ancient liturgy. No one ever used the word 
“sacrament.” In fact, I was 25 years old before I even learned the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

But it was the power of the sacramental that drew me to the Lutheran 
tradition. I love the language, the rituals. I guess I just love them so 
much it never occurred to me that they could be right or wrong.  

Recently a friend invited me to meet her for a midweek prayer service 
at the Episcopal church she attends. 

When I showed up a few minutes before the service, the ten or so peo-
ple in the sanctuary were all quietly gazing in contemplation at the 
artwork in the sanctuary, the candles flickering on the altar. 

Then as the priest made his way down the center aisle, I was surprised 
to find my friend fumbling to find her place in the prayer book.

As I reached out to help, she leaned over and whispered in my ear, “I’m 
not actually a believer. I just like the ritual.”

I looked at her and laughed. “What a relief,” I thought. Suddenly the 
pressure was off to keep up. 

We sat back and listened to the readings, the prayers, watched in won-
der as the acolyte cleansed the priest’s hands for communion, joined 
in as everyone around us knew instinctively when to kneel, when to 
stand, when to circle around the altar for the wine and the bread.

I have no idea if the candles were the right color or the prayers were in 
the right order or if the wine was the right temperature (I’m just kid-
ding, friends – though if there is a correct temperature for communion 
wine, I’m sure someone will let me know).

Later I found out that many of those gathered were also from other tra-
ditions. A regular group of young adults attend weekly from another 
non-liturgical church simply to take communion as a group.

But for that hour we lone liturgical wanderers had found a place to 
wonder, to engage in the mystery of a tradition that had existed for 
centuries before we had come along, to join together with others with-
out questioning our theological differences or personal beliefs. 

We did the best we could to follow along. We passed the peace. We 
broke the bread and drank from the cup. 

And whether we were doing it right or not, I am sure of this: God was 
definitely there. 
Sarah Carson
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Adult Education 
Adult Education Small Groups to Kick Off With  

January 31st Potluck.  

Please join us for a potluck on Sunday, January 31st in Fellowship Hall, 
from 5:30-7:30, when we will begin another season of small-group 
study and sharing.  

We’ll work through the first session of the Animate: Faith materi-
als from Sparkhouse in a whole-group setting, and we’ll sign up for 
small-group locations (at least one of which will be child-friendly) to 
continue the series.  

All are welcome. No need to have participated last year. Come on the 
31st to find out how relationship and discipleship can grow in inti-
mate and warm home settings.

The Adult Ed Committee

Everyone whom I’ve spoken to about our budget 
meeting on Sunday, January 17th, reported that 
it was a different experience from previous meet-
ings.  There was a clear feeling of engagement with 
how a congregation operates financially.  There 
was a spirit that moved us to step up and accept 
the challenge of shaping Grace’s spending to bet-
ter reflect our mission and ministries.  And there was a recognition of 
what that would mean for each of us individually, as members of the 
body of Christ here at Grace (please also look at PD’s comments in this 
issue of the Harbinger, as he so eloquently spoke about these feelings 
and responses).

I want to summarize a few of the conversations that occurred during 
the meeting.  Looking at the approved budget (attached), we have 
no specific amount designated for benevolence beyond emergency 
assistance and the synod.  Although we discussed re-assimilating 
benevolences into the budget, we ultimately decided against it.  But 
that doesn’t mean that we don’t do benevolence; Courageous Giv-
ing is still going to guide us on meeting needs outside our walls, and 
there is a renewed energy towards living out our lives with a gener-
ous spirit.

Within our walls, the budget does not cover everything we would 
wish for, quite intentionally.  It is a baseline budget; we will be propos-
ing actions (and fundraising activities) throughout the year to build 
off of it.  Some examples of wished-for expenditures include having a 
paid educational director, as our youth education program has grown 
in number and excitement.  In addition, we are planning to replace 
our sign outside to help increase our visibility. Also, we are examining 
a number of paths envisioned by our 2Ignite groups.  Some donations 
have already been designated towards some of these actions.

But there were also bombshells.  Grace members have generously 
given towards special items in 2015, many of which have not yet 
been purchased, such as more new chairs for fellowship hall.  That 

money has not just sat in a bank account; it has often 
been used to meet our day-to-day bills.  Often our cash 
flow and bank balance is not sufficient to meet those 
obligations.

Thus, while we spent about $289,000 within budgeted 
categories, we contributed $273,000 towards the bud-

get.  The approved 2016 budget is for $286,000.  I told our members 
that “this is a 4.4% increase over what we contributed towards the 
budget in 2015.  If you don’t think you can increase your giving by at 
least that much, you should vote against the budget.  Additionally, 
YOU (Youth Organization Umbrella) contributes more than $21,000 to 
Grace for the use of our facilities, and they will be moving out some-
time within the next year.  When that move happens, we may need to 
increase our giving by about 8%”.  Even knowing these numbers, the 
congregation unanimously supported the budget!

So, what does this mean going forward?  For starters, we provided an 
opportunity on Sundays, January 24th and 31st for people to make 
their pledges for 2016 (see the attached pledge form).  We will be hav-
ing conversations to more clearly envision our ministries and how we 
support them.  We have a newly formed stewardship committee to 
explore issues and guide us in both our day-to-day stewardship and 
our conversations.  We (and by this I mean I) will try to more clearly 
communicate our financial status in a timely fashion.  And there will 
be plenty of opportunity for you to live out your life with a generous 
spirit!

Yours in Christ,

Russ Kohnken

P.S.  For those of you who want 2015 contribution statements and 
have not received them by email, I have hard copies.  Please come see 
me or otherwise let me know.  I also have summaries of Capital Cam-
paign contributions; so again, if you’d like to receive this, let me know.

Synopsis of Budget Meeting, Jan. 2016

Rachmaninoff Vespers
 Mark your calendars! Palm Sunday weekend offers two opportunities 
to hear Chicago Chorale (which includes Grace’s own Bonnie Gunzen-
hauser) sing the Rachmaninoff Vespers. 

The piece is one of the most beautiful choral works of the modern 
era -- and the Chicago Chorale’s most recent concert was singled out 
by the Tribune’s John von Rhein as “the finest choral performance” of 
2015.

Here are the two options: Saturday March 19th at 8:00 at St Benedict 
Church on the north side (2215 W. Irving Park), or Sunday March 20th 
at 3:00 at Hyde Park Union Church (5600 S. Woodlawn). Tickets are 
available now: $35 for Reserved, $25 for General Admission, and $15 
for Students with ID.  For group discounts please email chicagocho-
rale@gmail.com or call 773-306-6195.

For more information about Chicago Chorale and the upcoming con-
certs, please visit www.chicagochorale.org - or speak with Bonnie!
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Over 1,500 faith and community leaders rallied 
on Monday, January 18, to honor the legacy of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the annual Com-
munity Renewal Society Faith in Action Assembly, 
held in First Baptist Congregational Church on 
Chicago’s West Side. We launched an effort to cre-
ate the Chicago FAIR COPS (Freedom through Ac-
countability, Investigation and Reform for Com-
munity Oversight of Policing Services) Ordinance, 
and we won commitments from 19 city and state 
elected officials to improve police accountability, 
enact fair tax reform, and increase job opportuni-
ties for people with criminal records. The assem-
bly culminated in a forum with the Democratic 
candidates for the Cook County State’s Attorney, 
who responded to community concerns about 
police accountability, violence prevention, and 
criminal justice reform. 

There is more work to do. Thousands of Illinois 
residents attended the People’s State of the 
State Address on Wednesday, January 27, 2016 
in Springfield to demand an end to the budget 
crisis.

“Dr. King’s voice was one for justice, demanding that those in power 
do what is right,” said Rev. Eddie Knox, Jr., the pastor of Pullman Pres-
byterian Church and Board President of Community Renewal Society. 
“When black and brown people are constantly at risk from police vio-
lence, when our communities are destroyed by economic injustice, 
we must stand up and demand commitment to real action now!”

FAIR COPS Ordinance     
Alderman Roderick Sawyer, the chair of the City Council’s Black Cau-
cus, committed to introduce and work to pass the FAIR COPS Ordi-
nance, which would create an Office of Police Auditor in Chicago 
(similar to what exists in other big cities including New York and Los 
Angeles). The Police Auditor would be appointed by a third party, in-
dependent of the mayor, given the power to investigate and address 
patterns of police misconduct by individual officers, as well as across 
the entire police department. We thank Aldermen Walter Burnett, Jr., 
Ricardo Muñoz, and Emma Mitts who committed to co-sponsor the 
FAIR COPS Ordinance.

Police Accountability Reform and Removing Barriers to employment 
for People with Records in Illinois
State legislators committed to improve police accountability by 
changing state law to specify that a sworn affidavit cannot be a re-
quirement to file a complaint of police misconduct. The affidavit re-
quirement intimidates many community members and deters them 
from filing complaints for fear of retribution from police officers—in 
turn allowing abusive police officers to remain on our streets and en-
danger lives. State legislators also committed to support SB 42, which 

would create job opportunities in health care for 
people with criminal records.

Resolving Illinois’ Long-Term Budget Issues by 
Passing a Fair Tax 
State legislators additionally committed to sup-
porting a Fair Tax in Illinois with lower rates for 
lower incomes and higher rates for higher in-
comes. Year after year, the State of Illinois’ budget 
deficits have resulted in devastating cuts to edu-
cation, public safety, health care, and many other 
human services. A large part of the budget crisis 
is due to Illinois’ flat income tax system, which al-
lows millionaires to pay a lower effective tax rate 
than the majority of middle class and low-income 
families. A Fair Tax would help to resolve Illinois’ 
long-term budget issues.

Platform for Renewal in Illinois
We thank the legislators who committed to sup-
port CRS’ 2016 Legislative Platform for Renewal, 
which includes police accountability reform, re-
moving barriers to employment for people with 

records, and a Fair Tax:  Senators Daniel Biss, Jacqueline Collins, Don 
Harmon, Kimberly Lightford, Heather Steans, and Patricia Van Pelt, 
and Representatives Kelly Cassidy, William Davis, Laura Fine, La Shawn 
Ford, Robyn Gabel, Greg Harris, Camille Lilly, Christian Mitchell, and 
Emanuel Chris Welch!

Cook County State’s Attorney Democratic Candidates Forum 
All three Democratic candidates for Cook County State’s Attorney—
Anita Alvarez, Kim Foxx, and Donna More—committed to support 
a pre-plea Restorative Justice diversion program for adults, provid-
ing seed money to peace hubs from the State’s Attorney’s budget, 
expanding deferred prosecution and Mental Health Court eligibil-
ity, and publicly supporting SB 42 and progressive criminal justice 
reform. Kim Foxx was the only candidate to pledge her support for 
the appointment of a special prosecutor for all police involved shoot-
ing; Anita Alvarez and Donna More did not support that position. All 
three candidates agreed to have an open door policy for Community 
Renewal Society, and similar groups, and expressed a willingness to 
hold quarterly meetings with our leadership.

Every year we gather to honor the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. by putting our faith in action and demanding that elected 
decision-makers support initiatives that advance racial and social 
justice in Chicagoland. Help to keep the momentum going from our 
powerful day of testimony, prayer and action.

Thousands of Illinois residents attended the People’s State of the 
State Address on Wednesday, January 27, 2016 in Springfield to de-
mand an end to the state budget crisis.

 http://www.communityrenewalsociety.org/

Honoring Dr. King’s Legacy with Action 
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CHICAGO (ELCA) – Building on a path toward greater unity, The Lu-
theran World Federation (LWF) and the Catholic Church will partici-
pate in a joint ecumenical commemoration of the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation on Oct. 31, 2016, in Lund, Sweden.

 “Just as we are concluding the annual Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, we hear this hope-giving announcement about the October 
inauguration of the Reformation’s 500th anniversary,” said the Rev. 
Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA. “This remarkable, 
visible witness emphasizes the steps we have taken on the way to 
the unity for which Christ prayed. And it strengthens our hope for 
continuing reconciliation. Thanks be to God.”

In a Jan. 25 joint press release, the LWF and the Vatican’s Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity announced that Pope Francis; 
the Rev. Munib A. Younan, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan and the Holy Land and LWF president; and the Rev. Mar-
tin Junge, LWF general secretary, will lead the ecumenical event in 
cooperation with the Church of Sweden and the Catholic Diocese of 
Stockholm.

The LWF is a global communion of 145 churches in 98 countries 
worldwide. The ELCA is the communion’s only member church from 
the United States.

“Almost all of us remember when it would have been inconceivable 
for the pope to join with Lutherans, in the birthplace of The Lutheran 
World Federation, to commemorate the Reformation in a service of 
common prayer,” said Eaton. “Yet only months from now we will be 
experiencing it. Amid so much in our world that is viciously divisive, 
we are strengthened by this gentle example of healing.”

“This special announcement shows that Lutherans and Catholics 
together are shaping a new narrative for the next 500 years of our 
Christian witness,” said Kathryn M. Lohre, executive for ELCA ecumeni-
cal and inter-religious relations. “It invites all Lutherans to consider 
together with our Catholic sisters and brothers the opportunities for 
visible unity and joint witness in each local context.”

According to the joint release, the Oct. 31 event will highlight the 
solid ecumenical developments between Catholics and Lutherans 
and the joint gifts received through dialogue. The event will include 
a common worship based on the recently published Catholic-Luther-
an “Common Prayer” liturgical guide. The guide is intended to help 
congregations commemorate the anniversary together and is based 
on the study document “From Conflict to Communion: Lutheran-
Catholic Common Commemoration of the Reformation in 2017.” The 
document features the themes of thanksgiving, repentance and com-
mitment to common witness with the aim of expressing the gifts of 
the Reformation and asking forgiveness for the division that followed 
theological disputes.

 “The LWF is approaching the Reformation anniversary in a spirit of ec-
umenical accountability,” said Junge in the release. “I’m carried by the 
profound conviction that by working towards reconciliation between 
Lutherans and Catholics, we are working towards justice, peace and 
reconciliation in a world torn apart by conflict and violence.”

A significant outcome of the Lutheran-Catholic dialogue in the Unit-
ed States and internationally is the “Joint Declaration on the Doctrine 
of Justification” (JDDJ), signed in 1999 in Augsburg, Germany. With 
the JDDJ, the LWF and the Catholic Church agreed to a common un-
derstanding of the doctrine of justification and declared that certain 
16th century condemnations of each other no longer apply.

 To help ELCA members prepare for the observance of the 500th anni-
versary, the ELCA will host its first Grace Gathering Aug. 10-13 in part-
nership with the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans. 
The assembly and gathering will meet under the theme “Freed and 
Renewed in Christ, 500 years of God’s Grace in Action.”

Participants to the 2016 Grace Gathering will have an opportunity to 
attend assembly workshops and presentations and be introduced to 
resources designed to help prepare for local and regional observanc-
es of the anniversary.

“In the ELCA, we have many efforts to observe ‘500 Years of God’s 
Grace in Action’ that honor and deepen our yearning for Christian 
unity,” said Eaton. “I encourage all our communities to seek ways to 
live out and continue these new possibilities for joint witness in their 
own settings – for truly here God’s Spirit is at work.”

Information about the ELCA’s observance of the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation is available at www.ELCA500.org.

Information about the ELCA Grace Gathering is available at www.
ELCA.org/gracegathering.

- - -

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:

The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United 
States, with more than 3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congre-
gations across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the 
church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace 
of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service 
in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of the German church 
reformer, Martin Luther.

For information contact:

Candice Hill Buchbinder 
773-380-2877 or Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org 
http://www.ELCA.org/news 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Lutherans 
Living Lutheran: http://www.livinglutheran.com

ELCA News Service, Jan. 25, 2016

Lutherans, Catholics Plan Joint Commemoration of 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
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